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Bourgeoisie : The Translation and Sinicization Process

WANG Chunyin
(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: “Bourgeoisie”, which is one of the core terms of Marxism, had a large number of lexical forms in Chinese,
including paraphrased words, transliterated words, Japanese loanwords and self-constructed words influenced by Japanese. In
the end, the term “zichanjieji (% FZ k4% )” won out from many popular translations in the past and became the standard
translation of “bourgeoisie”. In this paper, the early translations of “bourgeoisie” are divided into five categories according to

different core morphemes(groups). The study on the producing and changing of “bourgeoisie” in Chinese reveals the details of

sinicization of Marxism from the perspective of linguistics.

Key words: Bourgeoisie; Marxism; translation; sinicization
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