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Monsters in the Picture of Nymph of the Luo River

ZHANG Qi' ,ZHANG Xinyi®
(1. School of Literature and Journalism, Chengdu University,Chengdu Sichuan 610106, China;
2. College of Arts, Sichuan University ,Chengdu Sichuan 610065, China)

Abstract: Nymph of the Luo River is a remarkable masterpiece painted by Gu Kaizhi in Eastern Jin, which illustrates the
love story between Cao Zhi and the nymph of Luo River. As the summit of Chinese ancient figure paintings. the origin of
landscape paintings and the first painting which recreated Cao Zhi’s literature work Luoshen Fu. Nymph of the Luo River is
very signiticant and vital. This painting is full of imagination. Apart from the historical figure Cao Zhi, the painting shows the
cultural element at that time, a variety of gods and some mysterious animals. This thesis quotes Shanhai Jing, and takes
Huainanzi and Soushen Ji as references to figure out these creatures” name and their astonishing legends. By searching for the
relationship and contact between Nymph of the Luo River and Luoshen Fu, as well as investigating the monsters in the picture
we can introduce the underlying culture of Dragon, Luan, giant whale, Wenyu, Golden Crow and the Pingyi for you.
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