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The Systematic Theory of Article Taxonomy of
“The Literary Mind and the Carving of Dragons”

CHENG Xiuping
(Institute of Chinese Studies, Nanchang University, Nanchang Jiangsu 330031, China)

Abstract; “The Literary Mind and the Carving of Dragons” is a literary theory work with great thinking. It analysed
important literatures before northern and southern dynasties scientifically and systematically. From the point of view of
academic inheritance, Liu Xie absorbed the academic achievements of “stylistics” of Zhiyu and others, and he inherited the idea
of “Bibliography” from Xiang Xin Bangu. From the perspective of “system theory”, it is based on the theory of article
taxonomy and stylistics to construct a pyramidal classification system. The first layer of the pyramid is “Sheng Yan”, and the
second layer is “Jing Shu” “Wei Shu” and “Sao Ti” and the third layer is more than 20 styles like “Ming Shi”.
Methodologically, it reveals the internal mechanism of stylistic development through “the end of this system” “the unity of the
body and the use” of the method.

Key words: Liu Xie; “The Literary Mind and the Carving of Dragons”; article taxonomy; system theory; methodology;

stylistics; the theory of body and function
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