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How to Understand the Criterion of Productivity as the
Unitary Criterion to Evaluate Historical Progress

ZHANG Zhaoyang
(School of Marxism,Capital Normal University,Beijing 100089 ,China)

Abstract; The criterion of productivity is the scientific criterion to evaluate historical progress, which is an important
judgment of historical materialism. In the context of Marx’ s text, the criterion of productivity not only refers to the
productivity as the historical object, but also has the connotation of subjectivity and the essential connotation of “the value
relationship between productivity and individuals”. The criterion of productivity is not only the scientific criterion to evaluate
the historical progress, but also the value criterion to evaluate the historical progress. Its s cientificity and value coexist in the
criterion of productivity and constitutes the two dimensions of the criterion of productivity. Based on the profound analysis of
the criterion of productivity and the universal interpretation of the concept of productivity, the criterion of productivity can be
regarded as a complete evaluation system. This evaluation system falls into four sections: the value relationship between the
material productivity and the individuals, the value relationship between the productivity of man’s ego and individuals, the
value relationship between the productivity of social relations and individuals, the value relationship between the spiritual
productivity and individuals. The organic unity of the above four sections is the internal basis of the criterion of productivity as
the unitary criterion to evaluate historical progress.

Key words: the historical progress; the criterion of productivity; unitary criterion
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