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An Analysis of Fang Yizhi’s Hermeneutic
Approach to One Unified Principle and Different Embodiments

LING Shenshen'*?

(1. School of History and Ethnic Culture, Guizhou University, Guiyang Guizhou 550025, China;
2. Marxist Institute,Jiangxi University of Engineering.Xinyu Jiangxi 338000, China)

Abstract: “One Unified Principle and Different Embodiments” played an important role in Neo-Confucianism in the Song
and Ming dynasties, which has a complete application in Fang Yizhi’s thoughts. Fang Yizhi discusses the Doctrine of the
Mean, Yi Zhuan and Li Yun together. Taking the first three sentences of the Doctrine of the Mean as the outline, Fang Yizhi
analyzes the thinking method and interpretation framework contained in “Tao”, “Nature” and “Education” layer by layer. In
the analysis of the “Tao”, mainly from the universality of Tai Chi on the relationship between one and two in hand, discussing
the nature from nature to life to the universality of character and particularity of character. In the exposition of “Education”,
the publicity of the government and the Six Classics of Education are deeply analyzed, showing the universality and flexibility of
“One Unified Principle and Different Embodiments” ideological principle, so as to point out the direction for the right learning
and preaching.

Key words: One Unified Principle and Different Embodiments; Tao; Nature; Education; Fang Yizhi
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