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The Dissolution of Capitalist Illusion of Ownership
and the Reconstruction of Individual Ownership

—Marx's Political Economic Criticism of Ownership in Capital
WANG Liyuan

(School of Philosophy and Sociology, Jilin University, Changchun, Jilin 130012, China)

Abstract:"Labor establishes ownership" and "free and equal exchange" are two important pillars of the
legitimacy of modern ownership. In Capital and its manuscripts, Marx, employing the method of historical
materialism, tried to argue that the general normative principles governing modern ownership in capitalist
social relations had been undermined and subverted. On the one hand, he demonstrated through historical
research on the "generation conditions of capital” that the historical premise of capitalist society is the separation
of labor from its objective conditions, and that labor and ownership are mutually exclusive, thus dissolving
the transhistorical dimension of capitalist ownership. On the other hand, by providing a detailed analysis of
the "realization conditions of capital”, he revealed the secret that capital directly appropriates surplus labor
without equivalent exchange, further dismantling the illusory nature of “free and equal” ownership under
capitalism. At the same time, Marx proposed a possible pathway for the dissolution of capitalist ownership
illusion - the idea of rebuilding individual ownership, redefining the relationships between individuals and
between individuals and objects, in order to achieve true human freedom. This higher understanding of wealth
has important guiding significance for China's modernization practice.

Key words: Ownership; Labour; Direct Appropriation by Capital; Realm of Freedom
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